Faith and Policy report April 2021

It has been a difficult year for all and prayer at the heart of Mothers’ Union has been so important for us all. Members have supported other members, their communities, friends and family through their prayers and actions. 

Midday prayers have continued throughout with prayers provided in Families Worldwide, renamed as The Prayer Diary. This changed from a 6 monthly to a yearly publication, sent to all members. A group of members from our diocese, as well as groups from throughout the country contribute prayers for this. Monthly midday prayers are also provided on the MU web site. MSH live stream midday prayers on face book daily. This is well supported by members throughout the world and if you are not free at 12.00, it is available on catch up throughout the day. If you do not have access to the internet at home you can phone and be able to hear the prayers. Dial 0800 804 8044, press option 5, then option 9

Faith and Policy have supported online services held during 2020. In 2021 the Diocesan Eucharist is on Saturday 15th May at 11am. It will be recorded from St. Nicholas’ Church in South Gosforth and live via Zoom. The Diocesan Festival Service on Saturday 10thJuly, will be held in St. James’ Church, Morpeth, following the recommended guidelines. Cath Hilton will be the speaker in the morning followed by midday prayers. There will be time for lunch and a service in the afternoon. This will be recorded and premiered on YouTube if we can not be together in the church.

Karolina Wellbourne, children & young families co-ordinator, organised an Easter Egg competition this year. We hope to hold a family Garden Party on Sunday 27th June 2 – 4pm at All Saints Church in Gosforth. We will have activities planned for children and refreshments for all. We will end the afternoon with a short service.

Lorna Beadle co-ordinates the Prayer Chain. At present 7 people are praying for 31 people. If you wish to join the chain or ask for anyone to be prayed for, please contact Lorna.

Meg Johnson looks after communication with our 50 indoor members. These members all receive a birthday card and a card, small gift and letter for Easter and Christmas. This year celebrates 100 years since the establishment of ‘The Indoor Members Prayer Cycle’.

We hope the retreat at Shepherds Dene will go ahead this year on 31st May/1st June, with restricted numbers, following government guidelines. Those who transferred their booking from last year have filled all the available spaces. If we can increase the numbers I will let everyone know and open up space to anyone who wishes to join us.

Sylvia Hickey and I have attended Zoom meetings with MSH and members around the country, on The Domestic Abuse Community of Interest group. We have been following and contributing to the work on amendments to the Domestic Abuse Bill currently being discussed in Parliament. Changes have been implemented as a result of this work.

I have attended a Zoom meeting with MSH and members around the country, on ‘Praying with Purpose’. This resource on prayer is available on the MU web site.

With love to you all,   Jackie
Finance & Central Services

General When I set to write this report I went through previous ones to look to see what has changed over the last 12 months. In summary, a little but a lot. I know that sounds like a contradiction. The National Database is still as clunky as ever, but my mastery of it has improved immeasurably. After the report I sent to National last year, they seem to have stood up and taken notice. A double edged sword however. I was contacted by Pal Hindle, a National Trustee, and was interviewed with a view to joining a newly convened Audit group to take an overview of the spending and effectiveness of IT systems at Mary Sumner House.

As an adjunct to that, I was invited to join the second pilot group for the roll out of Microsoft Teams and the Office 365 set of applications. This will initially be aimed at Trustees, bit by bit. Each will be freely given a Log in to these programs, run across the cloud for the purposes of running meetings, storage of not only personal/private MU related data in a safe and structured way, but also to share files of data to allow branches and dioceses to share common practice, but also ensure, by only storing documents once, that the user does not have to search high and low for the latest iteration, and avoiding countless attachments, often the source of computer viruses, filling up our computers. 

The benefits of this mean that jobs can be passed over to new incumbents easily, the standard forms you need in a hurry are always instantly available, I could go on. MSH are realistic enough to realise this process will take years to complete, an initial estimate is 10-15 years to fully implement. But will be of untold benefit in the long run.

An initial meeting of some of the Trustees was held recently, and after some initial reticence, the reaction is positive. I will shortly be looking for a couple of volunteers to help me with the next stage of planning and implementation.

Database Can I give a big thank you to all those who I have pestered for information over the last 2 years and have responded to my requests to tidy up the National Database. It has proved more of a mammoth task than I had expected, but I have made good progress with the help, and hinderance of Marian from MSH bulk inputting some of the information. I also must thank those who continue to take the time to write letters of support and encouragement. It’s not been my favourite job. The process has given me a proper insight into the workings of the National set-up and by getting to know the system. The system is stable enough that the bulk of our members will get their National magazine, Connected, by post. 

I am still left with the issue of the 100 or so members who have chosen not to have their details held on the National Database. These continue to cause moments of head scratching as to how we can continue to provide the service we would like to give our members over the coming years. I have spent hours removing individual entries that MSH have added to the National Database in the original upload. They must rest assured that their information would be kept absolutely safely within the MU system, and all of us are at great pains to ensure compliance with the GDPR (General Data Protection Rules) so that no personal information can find its way into outside hands. 

Branch report forms Last year the Trustees made the decision that it would sensible to simplify the process of reporting branch information. Furthermore whilst making these changes it was realised that it would be sensible if annual subscriptions and donations be paid direct to the Diocese, either to me or our Treasurer, Dorothy, with the relevant form.  This has cut out a layer of administration, and lighted the load for Deanery Treasurers.  

Direct Debit From next year, individuals will have the opportunity to pay by Direct Debit (as many of us already do for other charities we support).  This will all be fully explained nearer the launch time, and at that point we can each make our own decision, whether this is something we want to support. Each individual can make their own personal decision.  

Julian Brown

March 2021 
An update on Action and Outreach projects March 2021
Even though we can’t meet up, it is wonderful to learn that our members are still helping to support vulnerable groups throughout the lockdown
The Fishermen’s Mission

At Christmas, Margaret Crawforth took biscuits and warm thermal hats  for the fishermen at the Fishermen’s Mission in North Shields. Since then we have heard of the hardship faced by the families of local fishermen. The centre itself is also in need of a tumble drier to help the overseas fishermen as they come to use the facilities at the centre.  Mothers’ Union members donated £500 towards the cost of a new tumble drier.  £500 has also been allocated to buy some supplies for the fishermen’s families as the need arises.  Peter, the superintendent of the Mission has already sent in invoices to Dorothy. They spent £473.00 

(£67.50 for each child) on Asda/George vouchers for 7 children of fishing families in the North Shields area and £27.00 for two Ghanaian fishermen for a meal on Christmas Eve as they couldn’t go home,  because  flights and  were ferries not operating. All of these have expressed their sincere gratitude to Mothers Union for thinking of them in lockdown.
Prisoner backpacks 

Norma Willmott is still taking backpacks for some of the prisoners who are released from prison in Acklington.  Whilst lockdown has made the usual collection of items to go in the backpacks very difficult, Norma has still managed to buy and fill the packs using cash donated by MU members.  This year so far Norma has provided eighteen backpacks for the prison.  The list of items to be included now includes black jogging pants. This will put up the cost of the contents for the pack, but it is worth noting that it has been agreed that the diocese should pay for the cost of the packs so that the branches could concentrate on the contents only in the future.
Helping vulnerable women during lockdown

Mothers Union was able to take 61 gift bags full of treats for women in refuges and hostels over Christmas. We know that these are great morale booster and help raise self-esteem. Since then, we have continued to try and help in practical ways.
At the request of Northumberland Domestic Abuse Service, £200 was donated to assist in buying carpets for a client who had been rehoused and a similar amount given to the North Northumberland refuge for a carpet for a client who was also rehoused. Money has been set aside to pay for outdoor play equipment for one refuge. We hope we will be able to provide “Away from it All” holidays soon, but in the meantime extra play equipment should help with families as the weather gets warmer.

This year “Story Bags” are being donated to Bishop’s school to help with language and communication skills though books board games and puzzles 
It would be good too sometime in the future to be able to resume some craft sessions for residents of refuges and hostels as well as refugees and asylum seekers.
Mothers’Union members make a wall-hanging

Ten Mothers’ Union embroiderers, under the guidance of Hilary Fielding, have created a wall hanging with each member embroidering one flower.  The completed hanging, made of lilac silk, will be installed in St. Paul’s Church, Seaton Sluice, in the parish of Delaval - once we are able to hold a service there.   It is to commemorate the life of Margot Watkins, whose husband, Bob, was at one time the Vicar of Delaval  Parish, where Margot was also a very committed Mothers’ Union member. Margot loved spring flowers, so the hanging perfectly reflects her interest – both in spring flowers and in Mothers’ Union’s work with women and families. Sincere thanks to Hilary and her team.

AFIA 

Margaret Crawforth hopes to be able to start booking caravan holidays  this summer as soon as circumstances allow These will still be four nights only and will include a starter food pack. There may also be the possibility of group holidays. 
Linda Benneworth  

DIOCESAN  MEMBERS  REPORT
Our members are down, now fifty two, this is due to some members joining Sylvia Hickey’s new Zoom Branch.

We have one member leave and three new members joining from closed Humshaugh Branch and one other member joining from Ponteland Branch.

Have booked a meeting for the 23rd October in the hope we can meet, will let members know when I have more information.

Edna
Marketing Report March 2021

Newsletter and ‘Almost the Journal’ The move, prompted by the pandemic, to entirely emailed news has been successful: over the last year we have received two editions of ‘Almost the Journal’ (of 6 and 8 pages respectively) edited by Lesley Wright, and two single-sheet Newsletters, designed by Dan Doran.  This has seemed a workable solution during lockdown, made much more feasible because of the willingness of Joan Howard to produce and post excellent printouts for all members not on email, to help those Branch Leaders who could not access the facilities to print their own.  I am most grateful for all who have enabled this to happen, including Branch Leaders for all their work in posting or delivering to those who could not receive the publications by email.  Thanks to all who have kept news and pictures flowing during this time. Although the associated saving has been considerable, the intention is to return to the full Journal when we are able to deliver it, as it is an inspiration to members.

Website and Facebook Margaret Weaver has continued to keep our website (www.munewcastle.org.uk) up to date with pictures, news and information: do visit it, and send news! – and Lesley Bolton our Facebook page – thank you!

Messages Meanwhile Sandra Davison has been assiduous in sending out frequent messages and news, both from myself, and from others, to keep members in constant touch – as well as her own flow of funny or inspirational articles.  

News from the centre During this time, too, we have started to receive the Mothers’ Union Prayer Diary through our letterboxes, and in April will receive the new publication ‘Connected’, which will broaden our view of Mothers’ Union, and may well provide material for Branch meeting discussions.  All this has been enabled by our members’ database, which is now almost complete.

Meetings It has been encouraging to see some Branches meeting by Zoom, including members who do not have email, joining successfully on their landlines or mobiles.  It has also been good to see some members who would never normally do so, attend Diocesan Council, or take part in a Diocesan event, or even join in a Mary Sumner House workshop, or Midday Prayers, by Zoom (either on their computer or by phone).  Some Branches are now inviting speakers from all over the country, in this way!  Thanks to Jennie Jones, our Training Officer, for compiling the list of Speakers by Zoom in this Diocese, which is held by all Branch Leaders, as well as the national list.  We look forward to meeting in person, but these meetings have had their advantages.

Thanks to all of you who have worked to keep in touch with each other – communication is paramount!  In the forthcoming elections we will be looking for a Marketing Coordinator – could this be you?

Barbara Packer

