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The summer project of gifts of love bags for parents and carers of new school and nursery starters produced over 250 bags which have been distributed across the diocese. We really would like this project to continue growing next year to eventually cover all the church schools in the diocese. It is a great way to make a connection with the generation below us, publicise the work of MU and build a bridge between the community and our individual parishes.
If your branch is already involved- thank you. We have received many positive comments from the schools and individual recipients of the bags and schools are eager for it to continue.
If your branch is not already taking part, please consider it for next year. Assembling the bags is not difficult, in fact it can be quite a social activity!
Planning for our Christmas Projects is also underway. We aim to support The People’s Kitchen and other shelters and refuges across the diocese.
The People’s Kitchen project will run in the same way as las year. The gift will be:
· A bag
· Warm hat
· Gloves
· Sweets
· £5 Greggs voucher
· Christmas Card
We have already sourced bags, hats and gloves and again are asking branches to donate the vouchers, card and sweets. Last year, members were very generous and we were able to provide the excess vouchers to other shelters and for The People’s Kitchen to issue, as needed, throughout the year.
We will also be supporting both domestic abuse shelters in Northumberland and North Tyneside with shopping for each family to have a full Christmas meal, as well as other treats. This will be co-ordinated by First Internet branch, supported by other branches and parishes. If your branch would like to contribute financially or practically to this work, please let us know.
We also hope to be able to support other projects connected with Changing Lives but plans are not yet finalised for this.
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