Membership Report September 2026 Helen Cooper

Report back from last COI. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Nothing has changed in the years I have been Trustee for Membership. MSH have absolutely no understanding of the challenges branches are facing regarding growing membership, and maintaining branches and leadership. They are going round in circles with ideas for branch meetings and activities. Despite feedback from across all Diocese they continue to expect that every church operates the same and that all members of congregations should be encouraged to become MU members, and now the collaboration with the Girls’ Brigade is going to solve all the problems…now? (We have 2 groups in Newcastle and nothing in Northumberland.)
They have put out: Grow our Movement, Grow our impact, Grow God’s Kingdom.
In 12 months the plan is for every Diocese to ‘welcome 150 new members’. The 15 ideas for this offer nothing new from what, I know of our Branches, do already.
Saying that: this week I have enrolled 1 new member to Amble and 4 to Morpeth.
I expect nothing positive from the next meeting in October. Yet again, the date has been changed because they had not taken into account an event that had been on the MU calendar for a year. I look forward to being proved wrong and writing something really upbeat next time!


