Deanery Reports on one document
Branch Reports September 2026 compiled by Northern Deanery Leader: Helen Cooper
Alnwick
Take Over Sunday: we had a lovely service with two of our members reading and one of our congregation dedicating the prayers to MU and Mary Sumner. The Vicar, who of course is a member, framed his sermon around the MU and Mary Sumner. We also had a table with lots of MU memorabilia for people to browse. All in all it was a lovely service commented upon by many of the congregation 
Amble
Amble branch met each month and enjoyed a variety of speakers. We have supported church events, eg by making teas for the pancakes event and knitting donkeys for the schools’ Easter visits.
Our main focus this year has been to support RISE UP, following a very informative talk by Sylvia Hickey. We raised funds for a baby box for the women’s refuge by holding a bring and share lunch and have achieved the Bronze Award. 
We also had a speaker from Amble youth project, and some members attended an afternoon tea the young people put on in the summer.
Some members attended the celebration events in St Paul’s London and at Newcastle Cathedral as well as holding a Take Over Sunday at the end of August. This was a joint event with St John’s Chevington during which MU banners were re-dedicated. A display of MU history and memorabilia was in church for August.
Our leadership committee comprises Ann Archer and Margaret Riches. Elizabeth Swales stepped down at the AGM as she felt no longer able to continue doing the administration. We are grateful for her service over the last few years. In February, Liz Jones volunteered to be Branch Secretary.
We welcomed one new member, Wendy Andre, at our September meeting.
Ashington
We planted 150 daffs in our church grounds. We got a new candle stand, with MU 
150 anniversary candles and our member Rev. Lorna Beadle celebrated 60yrs a member.
Morpeth
Our Takeover Sunday was on a fifth Sunday in March (29th) so that we could deliver to 3 congregations in one service.  I helped to lead the "cafe style" service, beginning with a short presentation showing slides of Mary Sumner, early and present badges, our royal patron, and giving details of how important our Newcastle Diocese was to the development of MU and a world map showing its membership today.   On the tables, we had printed off the Mary Sumner prayer for everyone to read during the intercessions and to take home with them.  About 10 members of our branch helped to deliver the passion reading which was done really well and linked with the sermon by one of our members who is also a Reader.  The continuous theme throughout the service, by Simon(Rector) was the importance of women, and motherly love....in particular Mary Sumner in MU who saw a need for support for mothers regardless of their social status and Mary, mother of our Lord,  who demonstrated incredible love and pain..... Apparently, Simon received lots of positive feedback from the congregation for the whole service.
Our 150th event was our annual Strawberry Tea - normally the proceeds from this event is split equally between the parish and our branch, but this year we decided that all of our branch portion (£200) would be sent directly to MU projects.  After consulting with Julian Brown (who advised that the deanery had sufficient funds), our branch money was sent to the 150th anniversary appeal of the MU - lighting the way for generations to come, as the aim is to raise £150,000 this year.
Our participation in other events: members of our branch supported the service in Hexham Abbey to celebrate the MU capsule; the celebration service in Ashington and the service in Newcastle Cathedral.
Our branch "treat" during the summer was a bus trip to the Bailiffgate Hotel in Alnwick for afternoon tea. 20 members attended.
We have 4 new members enrolling on 14th September and this brings our membership to 31 (unfortunately Doreen Barker, one of our members, died quite suddenly, earlier this year. Our long standing members were presented with awards in 2024, so the next presentation will probably not be until 2029/30.
Seaton Hirst
Seaton Hirst continues to meet on the fourth Monday of the month even though we are few in number.  On the 24th June we were invited by Ashington branch to attend a service in Holy Sepulchre’s Church Hall to celebrate 150 years of the Mothers’ Union.  Other branches were also in attendance.  In Seaton Hirst we have a display in St. John’s church which includes photographs and notices from our own Centenary together with pictures of members with their long service awards.  This display has shown great interest with our own congregations.  
Plans are in motion to celebrate Take Over Sunday in the near future.
During the year we celebrated a New Year Lunch at the Old Ash Dene and Afternoon Tea at a local Nurtch cafe.  Speakers have been varied with topical subjects.  Our next talk is Modern Day Slavery/Trafficking.
We are well supported by our own Vicar, Fr. Sam Lochead and two retired clergy, Fr. Jeremy Chadd and Fr. Ray Best.
Upper Coquetdale 
For the 150 anniversary we held a “takeover” service in All Saints, Rothbury. Our banner was taken to the celebration day at Newcastle Cathedral so other members could put a stitch in. branch members also took part in the circle dance prayer and readings. 
We are working on a possible recipe book but it has been a slightly disjointed year as, as Branch Leader, I have not been available for many meetings. The branch carried on with the programme – which we put together in November 2025. This seems to have worked and we will be doing this again in November. 
In May we had an outing to Durham Cathedral where we had time to look round as well as attend the midday communion service. We are hoping to go to see the “Threads through Revelation” exhibition at Hexham Abbey in October/November.
Our membership continues to be roughly the same. We raise money for MU by keeping our loose change and bringing that to the monthly meetings. We have no treasurer and have had to close the bank account due to bank charges. Money is passed regularly to the Diocesan Treasurer. 

West Deanery Report September 2026
West Deanery Report September 2026
150 years our big Celebration Year
As a Deanery we continue to support “Something Wonderful in Benwell” with housekeeping products eg Loo rolls and housekeeping products, also Hospital bags for the RVI and Baby hats for the RVI Maternity Department.
St Mary’s Ponteland continue to help with lots of things needed for the Refuge. Beryl MacNeil was awarded her 50 year membership certificate after their Take Over Sunday Service.  Captain Paul Allinson, their Vicar, took the service with members doing the other duties 
Holy Cross Church Fenham have a depleted branch due to deaths and age however still meet monthly with speakers and hosted a lovely Afternoon Tea raising money for Projects. Barbara Bailes continues to support the Art Group at Benwell. Barbara our artist for our Celebration produced three beautiful paintings and produced cards which she sold making a lot of money by her own efforts for which we were very grateful. She also donated her three paintings which were auctioned and money after expenses going to Projects
Holy Nativity recently supplied Hospital Bags to the RVI and baby hats for the Maternity unit at the RVI. At our Celebration Deanery Walk they hosted our picnic and received contributions of cake from local supermarkets. Voluntary donations were received on the day which was good. They have lost 5 members through death this year. Due to the small numbers in St John’s and Holy Nativity the branches have successfully bonded, some months joining together to make it possible to have Speakers.
Venerable Bede Branch West End have 2 groups running side by side. Their Thursday evening group and Wednesday morning both being totally different. Wednesdays group have worship and craft. Our website have good instructions for crafting and worship passed on by them. We are hoping to find a contact from the branch to connect with the West End Refuge. 
They also had a Take Over Sunday with their members from both groups doing the Intercessions, talk and the posts needed in the service, with our Chaplain Rev Anne reading the Gospel, and Fr Chris Minchin officiating, with our President there supporting. 
St James Church has a large Farsi speaking congregation along with other nationalities. The service was relayed on the screen, in English and Farsi, and at one point with the help of an interpreter.
St John’s Whorlton have been hit hard by illness and are now happy to join with Holy Nativity throughout the year enabling speakers to attend as it was embarrassing asking someone to speak to half a dozen people. Sadly no new members. They support the Deanery and Projects. The Take Over Sunday was truly Take Over as we are in interregnum. Our Chaplain presided and members did the other posts. Extra special for us as it was Mary Sumner Day. Members from Holy Nativity joined us in our celebration.
As a Deanery we have had a good year and continue to support “Something Wonderful in Benwell” by supplying housekeeping needs eg Loo rolls, cleaning products etc. It was so good to see so many of our members so happy to be at the Cathedral for our very special 150 year service. Barbara displaying her Paintings and selling her cards were a huge hit.
 Our 150years  Celebration walk from St John’s Whorlton to Holy Nativity through the estates, which was supported by each branch and friends, was wonderful. We were joined by our VP Diana MacNaughton who led us in prayers before we started our joined Picnic at Holy Nativity. Our President Margy also joined us for the event. Our members unable to walk the distance were there waiting for the walkers to arrive which was very special for us all.
There was a silent auction for Barbara’s paintings which had been running since our Celebration Service and the winners of this were announced by our President .
The day was a wonderful Deanery Event and my thanks to our Branch Leaders and our Deanery group made up of members making decisions together….Anne Blight, Deanery Leader 

BEDLINGTON DEANERY REPORT (Sept 2026)
We continue with our three branches at Newsham, Choppington and Blyth and where possible we meet up to swell the numbers and support each other.
In this our 150th Anniversary Year we have promoted the Mothers' Union with displays in our churches and several of our members were able to attend the Diocesan Service in the Cathedral in July.
St Bede's celebrated their 108th Anniversary with a service and afternoon tea to which we were represented by Deanery members, joining them for Faith, Fun and Friendship with the lovely refreshments afterwards. St Bede's branch have also enjoyed Fish and Chips at our local beach Chippy as well as meeting for coffee elsewhere.
St Cuthbert's branch has also tried meeting up for coffee or lunch for friendship and chat more informally, especially for birthdays or other special occasions.
We all continue to promote the MU within our own parishes through our own particular involvement within our church and are currently revamping publicity on Domestic Violence.
In the next few weeks, we will be raising money to purchase dressing gowns and other Christmas gifts, for the ladies living at the Northumberland Woman's Refuge and St Bede's continue to collect toiletries to pack the welcome bags.

Jennifer Snowdon (Deanery contact)

Corbridge and Hexham Deanery Report September 2026
The Deaneries were pleased to host the Prayer Capsule handover from Carlisle Deanery in Hexham Abbey in May.  This was well attended by members from local branches and further afield in the Diocese.
Members from all the branches were represented at the 150th Celebration Service in the Cathedral on 25th July.
To celebrate Mary Sumner Day Deanery members and friends went to The Sill where they viewed the Sycamore Gap tree display and the very interesting exhibition about the Flower Fairies which many remembered from their Childhood.  We celebrated Midday Prayers on the roof of the Sill, with a 360 degree view and open skies it did seem that our prayers were going straight up to God and we were very moved by the experience.  This was followed by afternoon tea and a lot of chat among friends.
The Deanery Account has been closed by Lloyds Bank, the Treasurer being informed of this and a former Treasurer receiving the cheque for the closing balance!  We have received £100 in compensation for this error.  We were unable to find another bank to accept our account so we have lodged our funds in the Diocesan account.  We are very grateful to our acting Treasurer Julian Brown for arranging this.
News from the Branches.
Ovingham, the branch continues to thrive and had a very interesting talk by NDAS about Domestic abuse recently. The members led a “Take over Sunday Service “ in July.
Wylam: The members led a “Take over Sunday” Service  on Mary Sumner Day,  this was followed by a Cake sale and everyone in the congregation received a MU Diocesan Bookmark.  It has been suggested that they place an article in the local newspaper as they are thought to be the oldest Village organisation.
Hexham Abbey branch; Members  have been busy filling Hospital Bags for Hexham Hospital, there was a picture in the local Hexham Courant of members handing over bags to the hospital many years ago!  
Haydon Bridge with Beltingham and Henshaw branch gave Gift bags of Love to the local Henshaw school for mothers of Children starting school this September, this is the second year of doing this and the gifts are very much appreciated.  This year the members of the branch organised the World Day of Prayer in Haydon Bridge on behalf of St Cuthbert’s Church in Haydon Bridge, it was very successful.  In June a “Summer of Hope” Coffee morning was held with proceeds divided between national MU Projects and Diocesan Projects.
Haltwhistle Holy Cross :  A small branch which continues to meet regularly.
Haydon Bridge Branch along with Haltwhistle Branch  led a  “Take over Sunday” Service in July, Rev Anne Marr preached and members led intercessions and read the lessons.
Our Deanery meetings are very well attended by representatives from all the branches and we enjoy the fellowship and sharing of ideas.

Sheila Walker
Deanery Leader

Central and East Deanery Report September 2026
The Deanery is focusing on developing deeper links between the branches to offer fellowship, support and social action projects.
We held another annual quiz in May, this time also visited by the Prayer Capsule, which raised vital funds for First Internet’s baby box appeal, as well as introducing Mothers Union to a number of non-members.
All our branches were keen to join in “Take Over” Sundays in their churches, sharing the history and current work of the Mothers Union, as well as highlighting perhaps the unseen work behind the scenes our members do to support services and parish work.
Many Branches were involved with putting gifts of love bags for parents and carers of new school and nursery starters with St Barts taking the record for number of bags assembled.
First Internet branch produced a thoughtful and powerful display on domestic abuse and the Rise Up campaign for The Cathedral, which was very well received. I hope many of you got the chance to see it over the month that it was there.
In August, we held our Mary Sumner meal as usual which gave us a chance to eat, chat and share fellowship.
In early September, First Internet and Ponteland branch attended a quiet day at Northumberland Community, led by our own Rev Diana McNaughton. This was an opportunity to pause, reflect and connect with God, in beautiful surroundings. The day ended with a moving communion service and those who attended were keen to book in for next year.

Karoline Wellborne
[bookmark: _GoBack]This report below from Tynemouth Deanery was too late for the Trustees Meeting
Christ Church, North Shields
We’ve experienced a sad time recently as two of our very dear members have died, with both funerals taking place this week. On a happier note we’ve gained two new potential members and our exhibition for MU 150 has created some interest. Since my last report Jean has given two more interesting Art related talks, Barbara our lay reader led a meeting relating our involvement with Nite Bite, New to the UK and Walking With. We then discussed our potential involvement with the Cedarwood Trust drawing on the expertise of Karen Schofield a member of our congregation for many years and for nine years Chair of the Board of Trustees. After years of resistance and lack of time, she has finally joined our branch . We had our usual enjoyable summer meeting of ‘ Readings and Strawberries’ - a delightful combination. We also enjoyed joining the with Backworth and Earsdon for Afternoon tea at Earsdon Garden Centre where I was happy to share tales of the trip which May and I enjoyed to the 150 celebrations in London- a memorable occasion for us both. Seven of our members attended the 150th Service in Newcastle Cathedral with members taking part in singing and dancing - again something we will always remember. Our ‘Takeover service’ on August 9th was well received with Jean and I giving the talk which inspired our two new members to join us. We’re hopeful that others may follow. We returned after our summer break and at our first meeting we talked about women who had inspired us. Our last meeting was led by one of our members who talked of her interesting life and her ‘enthusiasms’. 
St George’s, Cullercoats
We will be making up 42 bags of toiletries for emergency admission to Hospital at our September branch meeting.
Several Members of our branch attended the 150 service at St. Paul’s cathedral and at Newcastle Cathedral.
We invited Bishop John Packer to celebrate and preach at our Take-over service on Mary Sumner Day. Members took part in the service in various ways.
Our branch hosted a Big Picnic in our vicarage garden in June, and several families attended, who had children baptised at our church in recent months.
Earsdon/Backworth 
We have enjoyed the 150th year of Mothers Union with a Church service on 21st June St Alban’s Day in our Church to which Deana McNaughton very kindly came along and presented long service membership awards to 9 members of our branch, and also remembered on this special occasion past members from years gone by.
We also in June celebrated with an afternoon tea when Sue Ogden from Christ Church North Shields Mothers Union came along with some of her members and told us all about her fantastic trip to London for the celebrations at St Paul’s Cathedral which was a very special for our branch members as none of us were able attend.
Our other meetings since March have included the Street Pastors and at our September meeting we held our annual Harvest Lunch to which our members brought along donations of food for Walking With, and it is lovely to say that we also have a new Member joining our branch.
We now look forward to 1st October when Canon Helen Brunton, will very kindly on behalf of Tynemouth Deanery be taking Midday Prayers at the Cathedral.
St Luke’s Wallsend
Seven members from the St Luke's branch went to the 150th Anniversary celebration at the Cathedral in July. We all enjoyed the service and looking at all the displays. Congratulations to all who organized the event.
We had our annual coach trip with the St Luke's Lunch Club in July. This year we went to Carlisle for the day, calling at a Garden Centre for coffee on the way.
At branch meetings we had a very interesting talk from 2 members of the RNLI and in September,
from a representative of Changing Lives, talking about the work of the North Tyneside Refuge. We gave her some items which we bought from the proceeds of a Coffee Morning in May;  Slippers, Dressing Gowns and Table Lamps.
Holy Saviours Tynemouth
At our May meeting we had a lot of fun trying to find 30 books of the bible hidden in a short paragraph. The winner was Rev Joan Dotchin ( we did think she had an unfair advantage)
In June we went to the grand Hotel in Tynemouth for a delicious afternoon tea organised by two of our members. In July we had a busy afternoon getting our exhibition ready for Mary Sumner day. We had done a lot of research and we were all surprised at the range of government legislation that Mothers Union had been involved with. We had a fabulous day on Mary Sumner day. Our vicar gave us a wonderful service with many of our members taking part. Four more members were enrolled, bringing our branch membership to thirty six. In September we had a walk round Earsdon village led by one of our congregation who is a city guide. The walk culminated in a visit to the church where we were very grateful to be made welcome and given a cup of tea, by two church members. October, we are looking forward to a visit from our chaplain Anne Marr and in November Rev. Emma Duff is going to talk to us about her role in the diocese. 
In June 4 of our members went to St Paul’s cathedral and really enjoyed the 150th celebration service and in July 16 of us went to the diocesan service at our own cathedral. 
In December we plan to hold an afternoon tea to raise funds for Mothers Union. 
St Mary's Monkseaton 
As we now have a limited number of members our timetable for the last months was and is as follows:
April - tea and discussion
June - strawberry tea
Aug - MSD service 
Oct - soup lunch and discussion 
Dec - Christmas buffet 
The intervening months we met for coffee and a chat.





