Deanery Report Alnwick Bamburgh Glendale Norham

Following all the sewing, knitting, delivering, shopping and cooking, the thing that has been most valuable is working alongside and fostering a good working relationship with non MU members to help our communities stay safe.

Zooming has become the new way to communicate, 4 of our 7 branches are Zoom literate. Tea & Talk on a Wednesday, hosted by Alnmouth is Deanery wide and more. Upper Coquetdale is still helping to cook and deliver meals, books and puzzles to 45/47 elderly and lonely on a Thursday. E mails and phone calls are "red hot" throughout the area.

We are extremely proud of our members as they use their amazing skills to do a great deal of good.

Margy

Deanery Leader

Morpeth Deanery Report

What a year this has been, or should I say, hasn’t been!

I feel like the Grim Reaper again! (a long story!)

Two of my Branch Leaders resigned at the end of the year, leaving a huge gap to be filled! I have agreed to be Branch Contact for Longhirst & Bothal, etc., and Jenny Lee, has kindly given me the members details, so that I can keep in contact and send out the Newsletters etc, when they are available.  I did offer to be Contact for Woodhorn with Newbiggin, but so far have met with a deafening silence!  

Likewise, I have had very little response from some Branches, at all, to my communications.

I have found little or no enthusiasm for Zoom Meetings, throughout the Deanery, which is disappointing.  I appreciate that a lot of our members do not have internet access, nor are they computer literate, but those who are, do not seem keen to try it.

Their Annual reports, which I have received, do indicate that some members are trying to keep active, which Is commendable in this current climate.

I sadly accepted the resignation, due to health problems, of my Deanery Secretary, Angela Mason, who I have relied upon very much.  I have spoken to my Deanery Treasurer, asking if she would consider taking over the role, as she has a proven track record in this sort of role.

Joan Howard

MU Deanery Leader, Morpeth.

MU West Deanery Report 2020– Year of COVID

As expected there is not a lot to report. None of our Branches have had an AGM but have it in the diary for the first physical meeting back as the majority of members are not on the internet. St John’s will have a Zoom AGM on 13th January. Branch leaders look after their members usually by telephone.  Most of them have the Yearly papers and Subscriptions in hand and will obviously pass them on when they are able to.  Holy Cross were able to meet together once to have a small remembrance service for their members who had died.  Venerable Bede Branch were able to have a physical meeting and then a few Zoom meetings. (I am in touch with a couple of their members and I believe they are caring for Leahan and James, after a big op he had after Christmas, as best as they can and James continues to make slow progress.

St John’s Branch were able to have a Service in October when the knitted/ crocheted blankets and prayer shawl were blessed by Rev Matthew Hunter our Vicar at the start of the service where we were socially distanced but it was good to be together.  Anne Morris our Anna Chaplain who goes into our local Care Home took a few to them, with other gifts,  before Christmas but obviously could only hand them in at the door. St John’s will continue with Zoom meetings with a January and February one planned so far.

I continue to print and deliver the “Light Bulletin” from Anne and Derek Marr to our ladies, who are not on an internet link, sometimes having a doorstep chat with a member and this helps them and helps me.  I passed this to Sandra who sends it on to others. “Our wonderful Sandra” who has surpassed herself in keeping folks’ spirits up.

All of our branches except Ponteland did shoe boxes however they again did the Bags for the women’s hostel.

The branches are all ok with leaders caring for their members sadly unable to do much more.

When I see all the work that some members are doing in our Diocese and others I feel I don’t do much as a member or in my bigger roles as Branch and Deanery Leader but know and feel heartened that I am able to pray. This becomes a huge blessing praying Midday Prayers, which is sometimes later in the day, with others around our world. I have become very fond of some of the folks who lead it and feel I know them – which sounds daft I know.
Anne Blight

Deanery Leader
PS.   Just a note Anne Lloyd, from Holy Cross who look after hospital bags, was in touch with the hospital and they asked for loose items so she has supplied them with what they needed (this year 2021)
Hexham Deanery Report March 2021

There was one Deanery event in 2020, the Deanery Advent Service in December.  This was held in All Hallows Church, Henshaw, with all Covid precautions in place.  The church was beautifully decorated with angels, many knitted by MU members and parishioners and also angels in many other forms made by the children from Henshaw Church of England School.  It was a joyful and uplifting occasion and we were so pleased to be together for worship.

Holy Cross, Haltwhistle branch have unfortunately lost some members because ther were have been no meetings for almost a year.  This is a shame as the committee have been very committed to keeping in touch with all their members by telephone, on a regular basis, even ringing those members whom they thought would be lonely on Christmas Day.  The branch still managed to prepare 3 shoe boxes for the homeless.

Haydon Bridge with Henshaw and Beltingham, have continued to support the local Domestic Abuse  Charity, in Hexham.  At Christmas they gave donations to allow the purchase of gifts for the clients of 608030.  These include 26 wrapped individual gifts, boxes of biscuits, and spare toiletries, along with vouchers for buying groceries.  They also filled 4 shoeboxes for the homeless.

There have been no branch meetings for almost a year but in February they had their first branch meeting on Zoom which was greatly enjoyed and appreciated by all who took part.  Most members took part online and 3 people joined in by phone.  They now plan to join with Ovingham for their next meeting when Sylvia will be presenting her talk on Domestic Abuse.

Hexham Abbey branch is still surviving, I reported last year that a majority of members voted, against the wishes of the branch contact, June Olliver, to close the branch.  June was still keen to keep the branch going, the Abbey was in interregnum, so the branch has been in abeyance.  They now have a new Rector who is in support of June and surprisingly in December all the members bar one have indicated that they wish to continue their membership of the branch too!!  There is also interest from 3 new people who wish to join.  We are hopeful that things look very promising for this branch in 2021.

Sheila Walker

Hexham Deanery Leader (contact)

Corbridge Deanery update for March 2021
There have been no face to face meetings since  April 2020. Members have kept in touch by phone or email  and appreciated the information sent out from MU during this time.

Jean Heyes, Branch Leader for Wylam, had a fall during the icy weather and sustained a serous arm injury but after a short stay in hospital she is making a good recovery at home. A big thank you to Karen Webster who is supporting the branch in her absence.

For members on line, Ovingham Branch have now commenced  Zoom  meetings which are proving successful.

Unfortunately the Deanery Advent Service had to be cancelled in December but we look forward to the Summer and remainder of the year to open our doors again to members in fellowship.

Anne Cairns, Deanery Leader

Newcastle Central Report

After contacting Mary Lobb (Branch Leader at St. Columba's Church, Wideopen),we decided that our deanery report could only say that we were both doing all we can in the present situation. With not being able to have our meetings, we are both making regular phone calls to our members to check if they are keeping well, managing to get everything they need and letting them talk about their families, friends, concerns etc. We've listened and acted if necessary. The phone calls and birthday cards remind our members that they are still valued members of our branches and have not been forgotten.

St. Columba's members were sorry that their 25 years anniversary service had to be cancelled in January. All Saints welcomed a new member who was enrolled by telephone. Both groups contributed towards the Christmas shoe box appeal, but we haven't had any recent requests from St. Nicholas' Hospital for more toiletry bags. We look forward to our deanery Zoom meeting on Tuesday 9th March.

Pam Taylor,  All Saints,Gosforth
Deanery Leader
Bedlington Deanery

Branch Leaders keep contact with members and I pass on information when appropriate, for instance, sending a link, today, for a World Day of Prayer service in this deanery   Branch Leaders are keen to know what’s going on and are supportive of, and enthusiastic about, what Mothers’ Union is doing in the diocese.  Some branches haven’t been able to continue with many of their usual activities, such as, preparing Christmas boxes for the homeless, but I sent an encouraging account of activities by other branches to our President as requested.  Having ‘put out feelers’, I hope to have a Deanery Meeting on zoom as soon as possible.
Josephine Kulke
Deanery Leader
Tynemouth Deanery Report

All the branches are keeping in touch with members and making sure information is received either by email or post.   

Earsdon and Backworths’ member Hilary Atkinson unfortunately died. As all the branches they are keeping in touch with everyone.

St Mary’s Monkseaton collected £197 for the shoeboxes but also had 2 deaths, Edna Davie and Edna Harrison. 

In August St. Peter’s Monkseaton managed the Mary Sumner walk - 12 people did the walk.  They also had a coffee morning, social distancing of course, and joined the World day of prayer.  Sadly Ann Hallatt died, both she and her husband were members.

Christ Church North Shields also lost a member.

Holy Saviours Tynemouth the committee knitted every member a knitted angel along with a card, a nice way to keep in touch

St Luke’s Wallsend had a Christmas service in church socially distanced, and Margaret Crawforth ran a raffle, and they are hoping to have a walk in the park in May weather and Covid-19 permitting.   Sadly there has been two deaths at St Luke’s, Nora Story and Irene Williamson.

We are hoping for a better year when we can all meet without the 2 metre gap and be very daring and give a hug.

Hilary Fielding

Deanery Leader

