Action and outreach report: March 2020
2019 was another busy year for Mothers’ Union Action and Outreach in the Newcastle Diocese.

Margaret Crawforth arranged for 109 people to go on AFIA holidays. There were six away-days to Whitehouse Farm, Adventure World and the coast.  One group went to the museum and park in Sunderland on one particularly wet day.  Children from Harbour Refuge and Cedarwood Trust met Santa Claus on the Stephenson steam train.  Pamper days and a quiet day were arranged for women in the refuges.

Activity sessions and lunches were provided for children who could suffer from holiday hunger during school holidays.  This year we added families from “Walking  With”.  Reports on all of these activities can be found on our website: Actionandoutreach@munewcastle.org.uk
Generous MU members and friends also donated 17 bikes to “Walking With” so clients could save bus fares as they travelled around North Tyneside.  One member made beautiful scarves as Eid gifts.  Duvets and clothing were also given for the refugees and families in the refuges.

Activity aprons, twiddle muffs, lightweight hats and blankets along with Christmas biscuits were given to care homes catering for dementia patients.

Seventy eight “freshstart “ backpacks were given to newly released prisoners at Acklington Prison.

For the first time this year over 200 ”Mum’s comfort bags” were given to those taking children to school or nursery for the first time.  They were very well received and we may extend the scheme this year.

In 2019 over 2800 hospital emergency bags were given by our very generous MU members.  The donation of sanitary products is being continued by one branch, but it is good to note that free sanitary supplies are now provided by a greater range of commercial companies.

Cramlington Hospital is now gratefully receiving clothes for premature babies via Edna Maddison.
Hats and gloves were given to the fishermen who use the Fishermen’s Mission in North Shields.  Christmas shoe boxes were also given to foreign sailors who had to stay in North Shields harbour over Christmas..
This year 490 shoe boxes were given to the Peoples’ Kitchen and WERS.  45 gift bags full of essentials and some treats were given to women in the refuges and hostels.  This is an increase from 2018 because staff told us the especially vulnerable women really did appreciate little luxuries, and knowing that they were being supported.  Mothers Union also supported and were involved with campaigns which aimed to highlight the plight of vulnerable women.  These included the White Ribbon day service at Newcastle Cathedral and the Red Umbrella service at Brunswick Chapel.   MU supports the 16 days of activism against gender violence.
This year we already have holidays and away days booked; we are working on craft sessions and providing lunches for children experiencing holiday hunger. This includes two sessions at “Walking With” during the Easter holidays.  One craft session making jewellery will take place on the women’s world day of prayer which is also international women’s day.

Fresh start backpacks are felt to be really useful for newly released prisoners Because these are so expensive we are hoping to buy the packs and ask branches to donate the things to put in them. We may work with Junction 42 who also produce the packs.

 The quilt is now ready for embroidery on each of the eleven squares, It will be good to see it completed. Sincere thanks go to Hilary Fielding and her embroiderers.  

We are in the early stages of trying to arrange a trip to meet Santa and Mrs Claus based at the Victoria tunnel.  This would be for vulnerable children in Harbour Refuge and at the Cedarwood Trust in Meadowell.
As always none of this would be possible without the generous support of members.

Linda Benneworth 

Faith and Policy Report

It has been a busy year for Faith and Policy. We gave out 200 ‘bags of love’ to new parents leaving their children at school for the first time in September, on 16th November a MU Family event was held at St. Francis’ Church, we joined the White Ribbon Events during the weekend of 23rd and 24th November, for the conference at Trinity Church and the service at the Cathedral, together with MU nationally we campaigned with 16 days of activism against gender violence and held mid day prayers at the cathedral on 5th December following this theme and members shared a service in their branches, written by Sarah Moon, for ‘The Wave of Prayer’. 

A small group of members have been writing some of the prayers for Families Worldwide.  Newcastle diocese were given three weeks and you will find our contribution on 13th – 21st March (United Nations ), 26th April – 2nd May (Holiness) and 24th – 30th May (The Kingdom of God). We also contribute a prayer for the 1st Thursday of each month for the work of the Mothers’ Union which is included in the intercessions at the Cathedral and around the diocese.

The MU Prayer Chain continues with Lorna Beadle as the contact.  

Indoor members are supported by the diocese. We express our thanks to Brenda Mennear, who has looked after these members for a number of years and has now retired.  We welcome Meg Johnson as she takes over this roll.

We had a busy schedule planned for 2020 but have needed to cancel all events at the moment. The retreat at Shepherds Dene is postponed and we hope to rearrange it for the Autumn.

There is an update on social policy in ‘Policy Watch’ in the spring copy of Families First. Following a review on how MU can most positively make a contribution in the world, three areas have been chosen to focus on. 1. Fighting for Gender justice. 2. Creating and sustaining an environment of peace and safety. 3. Generating sustainable livelihoods through self-reliance. Policy development will be around these global themes. The update by Mary Santo gives details on the ongoing work.

Jackie

Report from Finance and Central Services

Annual Return
Thank you to all groups who submitted the new style of annual return with membership and accounting details in good time. This year has been a learning experience with the new paperwork and a number initially struggled with the paucity of information required. The whole exercise gave me an opportunity to be able to check the numbers and identities I held with the National Database.
Lists of current members
As many of you may have gathered I have spent a lot of time over the last year immersed in making the information National holds relating to our membership accurate. Following the exercise I started in the middle of last year, only 75% of groups replied, I received one reply in January 2020! This made the job frustrating. As a result, I could not tie up what was being returned to me, with the Tributes paid this January, despite the "ins" and "outs" reconciliation with the records handed on to me last year. It therefore proved worthwhile to request a full listing of the current membership which tied in with Tributes received, from each group. As I received nearly a 100% response, I want to thank those who helped by sending me their lists, in whatever method they chose. I respect those who prefer to keep their full or partial identities confidential, and can assure you this will be done. I would point out that this makes administration difficult, particularly as once I have completed my reconciliation task, and the National listings are corrected, I will, under GDPR rules, have to delete my listings. As a work around, I have chosen to add the names who want to retain anonymity, with an X in the surname box at this stage.
The National Database
When I was asked to take on this role, I was told there were concerns with the National Listings kept by Mary Sumner House. Barbara has been a great support in helping me start to make sense of it all. Once corrected, the membership will each have access to their own personal record, and to take ownership of the information stored through the National Website. At present, I am deliberately restricting access until all is fully accurate. Please pass on any changes, New members, leaving members (for any reason), transfers whether to other groups or from Active to Indoor membership, in a timely manner. That way I can ensure that the information held is current, even if anonomised (if that's a word). As you will understand with over 1000 members in our Diocese, I am loath to have to go through this pain again.

As for the Database, itself, as a whole, I wrote a 6 page report to Mary Sumner House outlining a number of concerns that in my opinion should be addressed. I received a response, which will ideally require me to attend their offices in the next couple of weeks to go through these concerns, and plot a way forward to everybody's satisfaction. I will no doubt be reporting on this in due course. 
Julian Brown
DIOCESAN MEMBERS REPORT

There is not much to report.  We have 56 members.

Thank you everyone who helped to write the 300 Christmas Cards for the Prison, it made short work of writing them.

Last autumn, Norma Willmott gave us an interesting talk on her work at the Family Support Centre at HMP Northumberland.  

We meet on the 4th April at Church House10 for 10.30a.m.  The Speaker is the Revd. Peter Sinclair on his visit to the “Galapagos Islands”.

Edna Maddison
