Update on Action and Outreach. Sept 2019

AFIA  Holidays
There were 18 bookings this year.  This meant that 115 people benefited from holidays.  This is down from the 30 caravans booked last year, as we had planned.  No charity was allowed to make multiple bookings this year.  (As happened last year, when 128 people were provided with holidays.)

Twelve caravans at Creswell Towers provided holidays for 27 adults and 28 children; two were under two and there was one disabled child.

Four caravans were booked at Crimdon Dene for 9 adults, 5 children and one disabled child.  The two caravans booked at Whitley Bay took 4 adults, 4 children and 1 child under two years.  There were bookings at for a retreat and a cottage holiday.  16 adults and 14 children had a holiday at the catholic youth Village in October of last year.

Away Days.

There were six away-days providing a day away for 117 adults 168 children and 5 children under two (a total of 290 people in all).  Groups went to Adventure Valley, Whitehouse Farm and this year for the first time, Sunderland.  It was planned that those from “Walking With” were to have a barbeque on the beach at South Shields but this was prevented by heavy rain.  Families were however able to visit the Winter Gardens, Mowbray Park and Sunderland Museum. (Figures from Margaret Crawforth)

Fresh Start backpacks for prisoners

This year we have sent over 45 packs for prisoners.  This year for the first time we plan to write and give to the authorities Christmas cards for those men who will not get a card from anyone else.  We have bought 300 cards and will see if we need any more.

Hospital bags.

Branches continue to produce and deliver large numbers of the much needed bags to our local hospitals.  This year 840 bags were given out by Edna Maddison and her team.

Knitted  Hats

We continue to give thermal hats to the fishermen at North Shields.  Hats which are not as thick and warm are, as requested by the fishermen, donated to patients in dementia homes

New projects.

Bicycles. 

This year “Walking With” asked if we could provide them with bicycles.  The young men using the centre would be able to save bus and metro fares if they could cycle.  There was a volunteer who agreed to train a group of young men in bike repairs.  We asked members for donations and so far have been able to give nine bikes to be repaired and used. We have even had some cycle helmets donated.  The centre gives out bike locks when cycles are given out.  There is still a waiting list for these bikes.

Quilting.

Hilary Fielding is continuing to work on making a beautiful hanging in memory of Margot Watkins. We hope to run some embroidery classes for vulnerable women this Autumn.

Ann Gordon from Ponteland Branch had made twenty beautiful scarves for the Eid festival for Muslim women at “Walking With”.  She hopes to repeat this project this Autumn.
Hunger lunches and activity sessions.

This came as a direct result of learning about those children on free school lunches who suffer during the school holidays from holiday hunger when their parents do not have sufficient money to provide hot lunches.  Up to £150 was offered to support the sessions in Monkseaton.

This year this has been extended to helping at “Walking With”, with craft activities.  Several of the mothers enjoyed these sessions and we hope to extend the craft activities to the adults at the centre.  The main problem is that we have no idea how many will turn up to the sessions.  On our last craft activity session no-one turned up and we had 5 MU volunteers who had come along to help!

Plans for the coming months.

We will be having our shoe box collection on Friday December 6th at Church House. The majority of the boxes will go to the “Peoples’ Kitchen” with some going to the West End Refugee service  This year too we are hoping to provide more gift bags and other treats for women in some of the hostels and refuges.  Last year we gave 12 shoe boxes to the fishermen who were berthed at North Shields over Christmas.  We plan to do the same this year. Extra items will go to “Walking With”

Christmas treats.

We were unable to book up the Santa express train ride at Tanfield this year so we have booked for 35 people to go to the Santa train ride at the George Stephenson railway centre.  We are planning to run a competition with prizes of the visit to be shared by families from the refuge and hostel.

We will be supporting the domestic abuse project and white ribbon day and supporting the service at the cathedral in November.

We will visit dementia homes with the usual Christmas treats including twiddle muffs, activity aprons, baby dolls and chocolate biscuits

 For descriptions and photographs please look at the website.

 Linda Benneworth

Faith and Policy Report 10.09.19

1. Faith and Policy had a new initiative this year to give small bags to parents of children starting school. The bag contained tissues, a tea bag, coffee, biscuits, a small holding cross and a prayer card with a printed prayer for the child. We provided 100 for the Ponteland area and 100 for the Gosforth area. No feedback has been received as yet.

2. On November Faith and Policy have planned a MU Family event. The event will take place at St. Francis’ Church from 2 – 4pm. We will include story time, art and craft work, singing with the MU Family choir, worship and refreshments. Posters and leaflets are available.

3. 16 days of Activism against Gender Violence is from 25th November – 10th December. Please promote this in your churches. The weekend before, two events are happening, which the MU are supporting. On Saturday 23rd November from 10 – 4, a conference on domestic violence is being held at Trinity Church in Gosforth. On Sunday 24th November at 4pm a special evensong is being held at The Cathedral. Sylvia needs 144 volunteers to wear a white card with a name of women killed by domestic violence in 2018. Please let Sylvia know if you can help.

4. The wave of Prayer is from 30th November – 2nd December. Sarah Moon has agreed to write the service for us this year and it should be sent be email before the end of October.

5. Following an excellent retreat in May this year we have arranged the retreat for 2020 at Shepherds Dene on 18th/19th May.  Sarah Moon has agreed to lead the retreat.

Jackie Moore

DIOCESAN MEMBERS REPORT

There is not much to tell.  We have 56 members, 1 new member last year and 1 member went back to a Branch.  We are having our Members Day meeting on the 26th October at Church House and the Speaker is Norma Willmott.

Edna Maddison

Finance & Central Services
Database First of all can I give a big thank you to all those who have responded to my request to tidy up the National Database. It has proved more of a mammoth task than I had expected, but I am making good progress on inputting this information. I also must thank those who took the time to write letters of support and encouragement. It’s not been my favourite job. The process has given me a proper insight into the workings of the National set-up and by getting to know the system, I have been able to outline a number of issues found and have solutions incorporated.   

Branch report forms The Trustees have made the decision that it would sensible to simplify the process of reporting branch information. Furthermore whilst making these changes it was realised that it would be sensible if annual subscriptions and donations be paid direct to  our Treasurer, Dorothy, with the relevant form.  This will cut out a layer of administration, and lighten the load for Deanery Treasurers.  

Subscriptions.  This year, our payment of Subscriptions will remain exactly as before, through Branches. The total amount of £22 being split between £14.50 central sub + £7.50 for the Diocese, or £36 for a Family membership. 

Direct Debit From next year, individuals will have the opportunity to pay by Direct Debit (as many of us already do for other charities we support).  This will all be fully explained near the launch time, and at that point we can each make our own decision, whether this is something we want to support. Each individual can make their own personal decision.   

Julian Brown

Marketing Report
Over the Summer a group got together to prepare a new publicly leaflet, explaining the purpose and nature of Mothers' Union in this Diocese and showing some of our projects.  We hope that these will be available for collection at Council: please take a good pile, to put in churches, libraries etc., and to give to friends.

The deadline for the December Journal is 6th November.  Please send to our Journal Editor, Lesley wright, news of your events, either past or forthcoming.  This could be as little as a picture with caption for the 'Around the Diocese' pages.  Your news makes our Journal interesting!

