Unit Reports for Council March 2024
Report on Action and Outreach Winter 2024

First I would like to pay tribute to Margaret Crawforth, who served as Away From It All rep for nine years. Her book keeping and administration of the caravan bookings and holidays was second to none. She worked extremely hard to keep in touch by email with agencies and individuals authorized to refer families who needed a holiday, and could not afford themselves to go away. Margaret made the bookings and liaised with the treasurer over the payments to the caravan sites, Haven in Berwick upon Tweed, Cresswell Towers Parkdene site in Lynemouth, and occasionally Whitley Bay. She organised away day outings for parents or carers and children in refuges, hostels or referred by agencies such as the Cedarwood Trust on the Meadowell estate in North Tyneside, and the Pendower Community Hub in the West end of Newcastle. Barnardos, Intensive Family Support working for the Council, Harbour, and NDAS (Northumberland Domestic Abuse Service also are able to refer families with children living with disability or mental health issues. These families long for a restorative break away from their daily difficulties at home, to reset their often stretched relationships. Away Days involve taking bookings, organising a coach for transport for the day trip, and seeing that Safeguarding is in place. Over the years there have been trips to the Sealife Centre in Tynemouth, (now called Tynemouth Aquarium), to Whitepost Farm near Morpeth, and to Flotanation in Royal Quays for example. Thank you, Margaret.

The reason that I have outlined the AFIA job is because we need to find somebody with a warm heart and admin skills to fill this vital post. It is at the centre of what we as Mothers’ Union are about, helping families in distress.

In the meantime I have booked, four caravan holidays for AFIA. but I cannot do AFIA for long. If nobody takes it on, it will stop happening.

Last year, Action and Outreach co-ordinated the collection of 160 gift bags for the Peoples’ Kitchen, partly filled, and all donated by Mothers’ Union branches. Thank you to all the faithful members who collected items to fill the bags. A heartfelt thank you to the branches that were able to fill the gift bags themselves, and to the MU members who came together on Saturday 18th November at Holy Nativity, Chapel House, to fill gift bags with items purchased by money donated by MU members. Thank you to Holy Nativity branch for their hospitality, and to our wonderful chaplain, Anne Marr, for arranging the venue. Thank you to all of you who attended the gift bag day at Church House. Please write in Friday 29th November 2024 as our gift bag day for this year, and start collecting items now.

Homeless people also appreciate a card to them. In 2024 we shall not include mens’ boxers or ladies briefs. Can we beat last year’s total of gift bags? Peoples’ Kitchen had 250 rain drenched homeless people attend their Christmas party. Thank you, Anne Blight for attending equally soaked through, on behalf of MU.

Action and Outreach also distributed 21 beautifully sewn, colourfully patterned cloth bags filled with gifts at the Girls Are Proud Christmas party. MU also contributed to the food. It was a joy celebrating with the users of the GAP service. Such outgoing staff from Changing Lives, and such precious women. Again this is central to MU’s call to support those in grim circumstances.

I was also able to deliver the 40 attractive gift bags lovingly put together by St. Gabriel’s, High Heaton, to three hostels. They were received with delight by Cumberland House, Ridley Villas, and the largest hostel, Bentinck Terrace, in Elswick. The staff were so grateful to have MU gifts to give to their struggling residents. In addition MU donated new pyjamas for Christmas to the mothers at one hostel for mothers and babies. Over the year I have delivered baby clothes, toys, baby equipment, and a cot to the hostel. A & O receive a lovely welcome at all the Changing Lives hostels (Cyrenians). 

We were able to deliver 7 rucksacks for prisoners on the day of their release if they have no family to go to. We have also supported asylum seekers with clothes. I hope to increase that number this year.

Under the auspices of Action and Outreach, Blyth MU have supported the Northumberland refuge, the First Internet group with Wideopen, and  Ponteland MU have supported the North Tyneside refuge, the West MU have helped with NDAS. The first Internet branch and friends provide welcome packs several times a year for new residents at Harbour, and all the fresh ingredients for all meals for each family Unit on Christmas Day at North Tyneside. Jennifer Snowdon provides Christmas food to the Northumberland refuge. There is a new refuge in Northumberland, R21, that I have started to support a little. 

R21 is a supported housing charity in Northumberland. They currently offer housing for victims of domestic abuse. The purpose of our housing is to help families who have been impacted by domestic abuse get back on their feet and supply them with the skills and tools they need to get back on their feet. They house single parents and their children, and are able to house both male and female parents.

The hospital bags continue to be filled and delivered by Julie Lingham for Northumberland Emergency Care Centre, as well as St. Bartholomew’s, East and Central deanery including All Saints MU, and the West MU for RVI and Freeman. I visited a patient in RVI and she was most impressed by the thoughtful hospital bag. Gosforth All Saints also supply St. Nicholas hospital in the Mental Health Trust. 

I enjoy giving talks on the work of A & O and on related spiritual subjects to encourage MU branches. On the day of our next MU Diocesan Council, all who are interested in finding out more about Action and Outreach and participating in our work are invited to the Mark and Spencer’s Café at 16.45 before the MU Council at 18.00 for a 18.20 start at St. John’s Kingston Park, on 22.March 2024.

The next Units meeting will take place face to face at St. Nicholas cathedral on Thursday 12th September at 10.30am.

Diana Macnaughton

Report to Trustees Marketing and Communications March 2024

The most promising aspect of this area is the increased use of social media.  Our newly upgraded website developed by Elizabeth Dean increases access to so many areas of interest for members. There are direct links to the Newcastle cathedral website and to Newcastle Diocese Communications

(communications@newcastle.anglican.org).

As the latest version shows there are adverts for forthcoming events.

Hopefully every edition will have an MU event in the list.  Also included is a very attractive invitation to Diocesan council AGM  and the talk following this.  It is hoped that this will reach the widest possible audience.  There is so much information and once printed it can be given to members who do not use the internet.

“The Gift of Life’ with Dr Frankie Dowen, Consultant Nephrologist at Freeman Hospital.

In October, members prayed for Andrew Davison (Sandra’s son) as he underwent successful surgery to receive a new kidney. 

Trustees Council.  She is currently helping to develop a national education programme on transplantation.

We are delighted that Dr Frankie from the Freeman Transplant Team has agreed to speak at the meeting.  Dr Frankie wishes to broadcast a positive message about life-giving transplant surgery and organ donation. She hopes that MU members can help to spread the message in their local areas. Her talk will address some of the social, cultural and religious issues related to donation. Mindful that talk of transplants may raise painful memories for some, the topic will be approached sensitively.

Also hoping to attend the meeting is Ross Hutchinson, ITV weather presenter for Tyne Tees, who will tell us about his own recent experience as a kidney donor.

There will be time for questions. Please feel free to bring along anyone you know who is interested in this subject.

Branches continue to be invited to submit news about their activities and events to Elizabeth so that they can be included on the website.  It’s most effective if articles can be supplemented by photographs.  After this has been done a short piece on Facebook could remind members about the website article. This would advertise the website to a greater audience.

Anne Marr’s wonderful articles from her chaplaincy corner are not only inspirational but can serve as guides for branch meetings.

I am delighted that the hard work from Elizabeth Dean, Anne Marr and Anne Blight have made so much valuable information instantly accessible and this can be checked and updated as needed.

The latest marketing development from Anne Marr is the production of small advertising cards which can be carried and given out to interested people.  It even contains the QR code.  It is all very positive and encouraging.

Linda Benneworth (marketing@munewcastle.org.uk)
Faith and Policy Report for Trustee’s Meeting on 08.03.24

Prayer is at the heart of all that MU works for and The Faith and Policy department supports this for all MU members in the diocese and worldwide.                                                                                                                                               

1. At the Cathedral, midday prayers at 12.00 led by MU members and the Eucharist at 12.30 continue on the first Thursday of each month. These have a varied number of people attending but are open to all members.                                                                                                                                                                

2. The retreat at Shepherds Dene is a very popular ongoing yearly event. Our retreat this year is Monday 24th and Tuesday 25th June. It will be led by Rev. Robert Lawerence and will follow the theme of ‘Hope in a hot climate’.  ‘In a time of global uncertainty, Robert draws on the spiritual teaching of St. Francis of Assisi to offer a positive vision for the future.’ All residential spaces are taken but a few spaces are available for day visitors.                                                                                                                                                      

3. A group of members are making kneelers for the cathedral. Designs have been approved and work is already started.                                                                                                                                                     

4. Lorna Beadle and a team of members continue to pray for those in need through the ‘prayer chain’. Please contact Lorna if you know of anyone who wishes to be prayed for.       

5. Meg Johnson cares for our Indoor members. At all times we have about 50 indoor members in our diocese. Members where their subscription has been paid will receive birthday, Easter and Christmas cards and small gift from the diocese. The Easter and Christmas reflection from Sheran Harper and a message from Margy will be included with this. They will also have the Prayer Diary and copy of Connected delivered. Indoor members where their subscription has not been paid, will be cared for by their branch. These members will remain in the indoor member book and be prayed for. The reflections will be sent out to branch leaders. I hold spare copies of The Prayer Diary and Connected if anyone requests this.  Copies of The Journal and The Newsletter will be given to branch leaders via Deanery leaders to distribute to all Indoor members. Please keep Meg informed of any new Indoor Members or changes to circumstances of existing Indoor Members.               

6. Thank you to everyone who has contributed to the work of Faith and Policy.  

Jackie Moore
 Website Report for Spring Council March 2024

· The website has now been up and running for 6 months and if you haven’t checked it out, then please do so www.munewcastle.org.uk, 

· We have now introduced emails for officers in Newcastle MU to safeguard personal emails as well as introduce some conformity to the organisation. Please add them to your contacts and use them for all MU business. The names are self explanatory!

1. president@munewcastle.org.uk  Margy Tasker-Brown

2. chaplain@munewcastle.org.uk  Rev Anne Marr

3. vpnorthumberland@munewcastle.org.uk  Anne Blight

4. vplindisfarne@munewcastle.org,uk  Anne Cairns

5. actionandoutreach@munewcastle.org.uk Diana Macnaughton 

6. marketing@munewcastle.org.uk Linda Benneworth

7. barbara@munewcastle.org.uk Barbara Packer

8. website@munewcastle.org.uk Elizabeth Dean -please note this has changed, I am NO LONGER mu.website22@gmail.com so if you send emails to this address they will just disappear!

· On the website you can see what has been happening around the diocese, get ideas and prayer resources for use at your branch meetings as well checking on times and dates for items in the future. 

· News and Events has items that have been happening locally but if your branch isn’t on then – take a photo at the next event and send it with a few words.

· A recent introduction is a Thanksgiving Page for Past Members where we give thanksgiving for past members who have died. So please let either Sandra or me know if someone in your branch dies and you would like their name on this page.

· We have also introduced a QR code – you just scan this on the camera on your smartphone and it brings up the website.- The way forward if we are serious about attracting younger members.

· Margy and I are in the process of updating the Newcastle Diocese page on the Mothers’ Union www.mothersunion.org page- this is where someone new to the area can look up information about Newcastle MU- so it needs to be up to date!

· Thanks go to the enthusiasm of Chaplain Anne Marr in the website development she who keeps me on my toes as well as plying me with coffee at Heighley Gate!

Elizabeth Dean 

Website Administrator

