Mothers’ Union, Newcastle Diocese
Trustees’ Annual Report

Year ended 31st December 2019
Main Activities and Review of Performance
This was the first year of the new Triennium, so we had many new people in leadership positions at all levels.  The year started with a Commissioning Service in the Cathedral, led by Bishop Mark Tanner.  We are pleased to have filled all Trustee positions, apart from Marketing Coordinator, for which we are still searching.  The Trustees have gelled very well, forming an effective leadership team.
Ongoing projects 
Our Away from it all (AFIA) project has again been very much in demand.  We have provided
19 caravan holidays (mostly of 4 days) for 65 adults and 52 children, plus a cottage holiday and a retreat

6 Awaydays to various attractions, for 104 adults and 150 children, including a Santa train visit
Much of this money has been raised by our members, for whom AFIA is a priority.  We have been helped by grants from the Moulton Trust (for inner city families), from the Lady Grey Trust (for families from mid-Northumberland), from the St. Hilda’s Trust for two specific events, and from the Freemasons.  These have enabled us to fulfil more of the requests made to us.

We have also continued to provide Pamper Days and craft classes (led by our members) for women under stress in refuges.  In most cases we have worked alongside other charities, responding to their requests.
We have again provided 531 shoe boxes and gift bags full of necessities and treats for homeless and needy people at Christmas time, mostly through ‘The People’s Kitchen’ and ‘Walking With’. 

We have supplied over 2500 toiletry bags for emergency admissions to all the local hospitals.

We supply Fresh Start backpacks full of necessities for prisoners released from Northumberland HMP.

We fund holiday hunger and activity lunches during the summer holiday

New for 2019

· Leading craft sessions for refugee children at Walking With each week in the Summer holiday
· Sending Christmas cards to 300 inmates of Northumberland HMP, many of whom would not receive any visitors over Christmas.

· Gift bags for mums taking children to school or nursery for the first time.
· 12 bicycles for refugees at ‘Walking With’, which they refurbish, enabling recipients to save on fares.
· A new emphasis on highlighting and combatting Domestic violence: we took a major part in a service in the Cathedral during which women represented the 144 who died as a result of gender-based violence during the year.  An interactive session at Diocesan Council focussed on the results of such violence. Many groups are taking part in talks about Domestic Violence.

· A new promotional leaflet, highlighting our work.
All this work is in response to our faith.  We have just under 940members, in 46 Branches all over the Diocese, including 60 Diocesan Members.  Members worship together in their local Branches, and at Deanery services.  Our full-day Festival and our Diocesan Eucharist are now regular features, supported by the Mothers’ Union choir.  Our annual 2-day retreat is much appreciated by the small group who attend.
The Worldwide Mothers’ Union is enjoying the vibrant work of our new President, Sheran Harper, from Guyana.  We were privileged to host her in Newcastle in November, and to hear her speak at a service in Leeds Minster. 22 of our members attended the Annual Gathering for Britain & Ireland in Portsmouth, attended by 1000 overall, which gives us a broader view of the work of Mothers’ Union.  This vision is conveyed to our members through our very attractive Diocesan Journal, published twice-yearly, along with our emailed Newsletter, making members aware of past and future events.

Thanks to all who have worked hard to sustain and expand our work, and to the God who sustains us.
Barbara  Packer
Diocesan President

