Morpeth Deanery Annual Report

I began my tenure as Deanery Leader by combining a Deanery Festival with our Lady Day celebration, which was held in St Andrew’s Church, Bothal.   We were very glad to welcome both our Diocesan President, Barbara Packer and our Archdeaconry Vice President, Sheila Walker to this event and both were able to present five long service awards to members of our host branch, as well as to myself and our Deanery Treasurer, Sandra Davison.

The “Delicious Spuds of May”, produced by Newbiggin branch, is always a delight.  Eight of the host members were presented with long service awards after the lunch.

The year continued with a Quiet afternoon, led by Reverend Richard Ferguson, at Stannington and two members received long service certificates from our President.

I was able to attend all the branches in Morpeth Deanery, at various times of the year and enjoyed their varied programmes.  I have also been delighted to witness so many long service members recognised with a presentation certificate, either from our President, Vice President or myself as Deanery Leader.  I believe in total, there were 38 members.  The sum total of years of service, could possibly take us back to the signing of Magna Carta!  

We ended the year with the Advent Carol Service, hosted by Morpeth branch, focusing on God’s Gifts, which culminates in His greatest gift - the baby Jesus.

I would like to thank everyone for their efforts and a special thanks to my Deanery Secretary, Angela Mason and Deanery Treasurer, Sandra.

Joan Howard, Deanery Leader.

Bedlington Deanery Report

Soon after I was appointed Deanery Leader for Bedlington Deanery, I was invited to a Deanery Leaders’ Meeting at the cathedral on 9th October.  I found this useful and informative as information was given and shared.  

We’ve had two Deanery Meetings since March 2019.  I asked Lesley Bolton to come to a meeting on 6th June 2019 to talk to us about Gift Aid and how it might be used to benefit the work of our branches.  Lesley gave a comprehensive and clear review of procedures relating to Gift Aid and I’m sure branches are able to deal with this more effectively now.  Many thanks to Lesley!  Another meeting on 27th January 2020 focused on financial matters as members were not clear about changes happening in the diocese.  A number of questions were posed for me to take to the next Meeting of Trustees.  We also talked about the branches’ programmes for the year.

On 18th March 2019, we had a Deanery Quiet Afternoon at St. Andrew’s Church, Cambois, led by Revd Ian Hennebry and the Readers. The theme was Creation and we focused on this by means of appropriate photographs, music and readings.  Our Vice-President, Sylvia Hickey, joined us. This year, on 27th January, Revd Canon Ian Flintoft was the leader of a Quiet Afternoon at St. Bede’s Church, Newsham.  We were given guided readings to help us to think about ‘Leaning on God’ and preparation for Lent.  

Members attended our Deanery Advent Service at St. Cuthbert’s Blyth on 2nd December 2019 and several, as well as Sylvia, took part.  At all these events MU members of the various churches provided refreshments for which we are very grateful.

Branch members were involved in the 16 Days of Activism Against Gender-based Violence in late November/early December as well as their usual fundraising and social events, providing Christmas shoeboxes for the homeless and Christmas gifts for those in the Northumberland Women’s Refuge.

Thanks to those who support and lead us and to branch members and leaders for the work they do in the Deanery.
Josephine Kulke, Deanery Leader
Central Deanery Report

Central Deanery includes two branches – St. Columba’s, Wideopen with twenty-two members and All Saints’ Gosforth with nineteen members.  Both branches have had interesting and varied programmes throughout the year and each has enrolled two new members.

The two branches continue to provide emergency toiletry bags for St. Nicholas’ Hospital and shoeboxes, at Christmas, for the homeless.  We support each other’s fund-raising events, such as strawberry teas and coffee mornings, send representatives to each other’s quiet afternoons and Advent carol services and have regular deanery meetings with Sylvia Hickey.  

Three deanery members attended the General Meeting in Portsmouth.

Pam Taylor - Deanery Leader

Corbridge Deanery Report March 2020

Corbridge Deanery Advent Service was again well attended in December. Families and friends were invited and an area for children for colouring and drawing was provided. Pictures completed were held up by the children and shown to the congregation to much applause. Three Ovingham Branch members were also presented with certificates and flowers for their wonderful long service, Mrs Monica Matthews for 43yrs, Mrs Georgina Harper for 26yrs and Mrs Francis Wheeler for 55yrs.

Mu@8 unfortunately closed their Branch after 6yrs at the end of last year. Eight members however decided to continue and transferred their membership to the Ovingham Branch.

Ovingham Branch have now a new meeting time. To accommodate any members or visitors who may have to collect children from school the earlier time is 1.30pm with refreshments available before and after the meeting. St Mary’s Church, the venue for their meetings have now installed a toilet which will be most appreciated by its members!

Wylam Branch continue to grow with three new members joining last year. They continue to support Mothers’ Union Charity’s with active fundraising throughout the year.

Anne Cairns, Deanery Leader
HEXHAM DEANERY Report March 2020

Hexham Deanery has just 4 branches, one of which Humshaugh and Falstone, has unfortunately  decided to close.  Members come from a wide area, (some travelling   quite long distances to attend meetings) and with the agreement of their Vicar, they have decided to call it a day, they are having their closing Service on Lady Day.  

There was a lovely Advent Service in St. Peter’s Humshaugh which was led by the Curate Revd Rosemary Harrison, as the Vicar is ill.  This Service was very well attended and was an opportunity for members of the Deanery to meet in Humshaugh before the Branch closure.

Unfortunately members of Hexham Abbey Branch voted to close their Branch, they have an ageing membership, a number of whom are not members of Hexham Abbey congregation, while it is lovely to welcome members from other churches as members, in practice it is more difficult to keep the Branch going.  June Olliver, Branch Leader contact has had a very difficult year, following the sudden death of her husband and an accident when she was in hospital recovering from a fractured leg and arm, and she spends a lot of time away with family.  However June is very keen to keep the Branch open especially as there will be a new incumbent in the Abbey in a couple of months time.  She has put information in the Pew Sheet about the Mothers’ Union and is hoping to get the opportunity to use “The Sermon Slot” to explain about Mothers’ Union.  We can only give her support and hope she is successful in reviving the Branch.
Holy Cross, Haltwhistle, and Haydon Bridge Branch have slightly reduced numbers but very committed members who have supplied Shoe boxes and Prisoner Back Packs. Haydon Bridge also give Christmas Gifts and Grocery Vouchers to Northumberland Domestic Abuse Centre in Hexham.  for their clients. Both branches have had MULOA sessions, and Haydon Bridge have booked a review later in the year.

Sheila Walker, Deanery Leader, Contact. 
Alnwick, Bamburgh, Glendale and Norham Deanery Report

We had a busy time on our Advent Service Day, beginning with the lovely worship and refreshments at St Michaels Alnwick then many of us went on to Embleton, to the Service of celebration of all the work the Branch had done as it goes into abeyance before closure. This was followed by a glorious afternoon tea. Barbara and Sheila spent the day with us which was very much appreciated.

February 11th was the Alnmouth and Lesbury Lunch and 26 of us met at the Cook and Barker. The weather was rather inclement but lunch and the company was excellent.

Our Deanery Day will be with Upper Coquetdale at Rothbury and our Festival is at Howick with Alnmouth and Lesbury.

As a Deanery we intend to hold many more “shared days” and “get together”.

Margy Tasker-Brown, Deanery Leader
Deanery Report Newcastle West February 2020
The numbers in the Deanery are dwindling mostly due to the death of aged members one of our members Margaret Squires a past Branch Leader of St John’s relocated to St Mary’s Richmond in January.

This year the branches have all provided services and refreshments on major festival days where we were all able to renew friendships.

Ven Bede branch hosted a Deanery Festival Service to celebrate their 10th Anniversary and they had a summer barbecue this year where both groups (they have a morning and evening group) got together and enjoyed their evening – unfortunately typically English summer night! But we were all wrapped up well.

The numbers at Holy Cross have risen due to some Diocesan Members relocating to their branch. The Deanery celebrated Mary Sumner Day at Holy Cross also celebrating their Branch 80th Anniversary with other guests and it was a pleasure to be there.

St John’s and Ven Bede branch had one new member. St John’s also celebrated with Margaret Taylor her 50th year as a member.

Each group had a varied programme including MU and general topics, also with days out. Some of us were at the Diocesan Service and some members enjoyed the Retreat at Shepherds Dene and the trip to Conference. Nor forgetting our memorable trip to Leeds for the Provisional Service and meeting WWP Sheran Harper.
Anne Blight, Deanery Leader

Tynemouth Deanery Report 2019
March 2nd the Women’s Day of Prayer was held at St John’s Methodist Church, Whitley Bay.  St. Luke’s Wallsend hosted the Deanery Festival on Tuesday April 2nd   I was commissioned at St. Peter’s Church Monkseaton by Tim Mayfield our new Area Dean.

The Deanery Quiet Day at St.George’s Cullercoats was held in June on the 25th.  December 10th was our Deanery Carol Service presided over by Tim Mayfield at St. Peter’s Church Monkseaton.

Unfortunately St. Paul’s Whitley Bay Mother's Union has closed but the new Vicar is keen to have a Mother’s Union so we will try to reopen it again when everything settles down.
Hilary Fielding, Deanery Leader
